
Chapter 2: Part 4 



Regional Factors: 

Altitude 
 Altitude is defined as the height of an object 

or point in relation to sea level or ground 

level. 

 As a rule: the higher up you go, the colder it 

becomes. 

  

 



Bodies of water 

 Bodies of water like lakes and oceans 

have a major influence on climate. In the 

summer they tend to cool down a 

location, while in the winter they tend to 

keep a place warmer. This happens 

because water is slower to heat up in the 

spring/summer, but is slower to cool in 

the fall/winter. 



Mountain Barriers 

 Mountains tend to have a major impact on a 
climate.   

 Typically, mountains will have a rainy side and a 
dry side. The dry side is often called the rain 
shadow.  

 What happens is the prevailing winds will bring 
moisture up the mountain. As the air cools the 
water molecules are released as a form of 
precipitation. As the wind carries the air over the 
top of the mountain, the majority of the water 
has been released on the windward side of the 
mountain making the leeward side very dry. See 
diagram on next side.  

 See diagram on next slide 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Complete Apply and Extend on page 38  



Page 38 to 40 

 Complete worksheet on Climate Regions 

in Canada. 



 


