
 
ENGLISH 2201 

Sample Examination 
Value: 100 marks 

 
Time: 3 hours for the written examination 

 
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS  

1. Students must complete all items in all sections. 
 

2. This examination has four sections: 
� Section A: Essay Response – Value: 40% 

I. Compulsory Genre Essay Response 
II. Comparative Essay 

� Section B: Unseen Response – Value: 60% 
III. Unseen Prose 

“The Trail of the Sandhill Stag” 
IV. Unseen Poetry 

“Hurt Hawks” 
V. Unseen Visual 

“To Be Announced” 
 

3. You may work at your own pace but you are encouraged to consider the 
suggested times given for each task. Budget your time carefully. 

4. You must write in black or dark blue ink. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



English 2201  

Time: 3 Hours  

SECTION A 40 MARKS  
 

Do both questions in this section in proper essay format. Marks will be given for both content as 
well as structure, grammar, mechanics, and punctuation.  

I. Compulsory Genre: 20% (Suggested time 45 minutes)  

1. Often the major character so dominates a play that we overlook the contribution or 
significance of minor characters.  

Choose TWO minor characters from Oedipus the King and show how each of 
them helps Sophocles to develop a theme(s) in the play.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



II. Comparison Essay: 20% (Suggested time 45 minutes)  
2. “Suspense heightens the tension and intensifies the action of a piece of writing.”  

 
Respond to the above quotation in a well-developed essay. In it, you must refer to TWO 
works studied, one of which must come from the below list. DO NOT USE THE SAME 
TEXT THAT YOU USED IN THE COMPULSORY GENRE QUESTION .  

• Shakespearean Play: Julius Caesar.  

• Fiction: Fahrenheit  451 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SECTION B: UNSEEN REPONSE 60 MARKS  
Read/View the following selections and respond to all questions. There is some comparison 
required of the selections in this section.  

III. Unseen Prose: 25% (Suggested time 40 minutes)  
 
Respond to the following story by answering all the questions that follow.  
 

 





 
 



 
4. What does the phrase ‘like sculptured bronze gleaming ivory points” in paragraph 2 

illustrate?  
(A) metaphor and imagery  
(B) metaphor and personification  
(C) simile and imagery  
(D) simile and personification  
 

5. Who does the word “him” in paragraph 12 (line3) refer to?  
(A) the friend  
(B) the hunter  
(C) the jay  
(D) the stag  
 

6. What does “The stag quickly quit the hillock, not leaping or crashing through the brush – he 
had years ago passed that…” (paragraph 12) BEST suggest about the stag?  
(A) He passed that area before.  
(B) He was indifferent and careless.  
(C) He was mature and confident  
(D) He was rushed and weary.  
 

7. What does the reference “…the night he, himself run down, had turned to face the hunting 
wolves” in paragraph 14 illustrate?  
(A) allusion  
(B) flashback  
(C) foreshadowing  
(D) imagery  

 



 
8. Identify TWO examples of irony and explain their effectiveness.  

 

 
9. Identify the mood in the story and use two specific examples to show how it is created.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



IV. Unseen Poetry: 20 % (Suggested time 30 minutes)  
 

 
 

Respond to the following selected response questions, choosing the BEST response and 
circling the appropriate letter below. (1 mark each)  



11. What word BEST describes the speaker’s feelings about the hawk?  
(A) admiration  
(B) anger  
(C) fear  
(D) indifference  

12. What does the author mean in lines 5-6, “…there is game/without talons?”  
(A) the cat and coyote see the hawk as easy prey  
(B) the cat and coyote view hunting the hawk as a game  
(C) the injured hawk has had his talons removed  
(D) the injured hawk is still a threat  

13. What type of poem is Hurt Hawk?  
(A) ballad  
(B) blank  
(C) free  
(D) sonnet  

 
14.What literary device is illustrated by the phrase “death the redeemer” in line 13?  

(A) apostrophe  
(B) hyperbole  
(C) metaphor  
(D) simile  

 
15. Choose two types of imagery and show the effectiveness of each. 

 

16.Explain the author’s purpose for arranging the poem into two sections. 



17. Show how the speaker in “Hurt Hawks” and Yan in “the Trail of the Sandhill Stag” reveal 
similar attitudes towards the value of life?  
 

 
 

V. Unseen Visual: 15% (Suggested time 20 minutes)  
Respond to the following visual, “The Hunter” by answering the question that follows.  



18. Describe the atmosphere that is created in the painting. Be sure to identify the atmosphere in one 
or two words and to provide relevant support from the visual.  
(Consider: focal point, contrast, use of space, balance, etc.) 

 


